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DEWEY FOR THE SMALL LIBRARY 
by 
R. F. Kennepy, F. L. A. (Diploma). 


(continued from page 138) 


6. When two headings clash, make a decision as to which ts to prevail. 


Except in the case of entirely new subjects there would, in a perfect 
classification, be no question of two headings clashing. A perfect biblio- 
graphical classification has yet to be produced. Dewey’s strength, the sepa- 
ration of different aspects of the same subject, is also his weakness. To take 
a simple example, Tobacco can be treated from various points of view, the 
ethical, the medical, the agricultural, the manufaturing and others. Dewey 
places each of these aspects in ‘‘the most useful place’, 7. e., the ethical at 
178.7 Temperance, with books on similar ethical topics such as Narcotics, 
Opium, and Intoxicating Liquors ; the medical is placed at 613.84, with 
other medical works on personal hygiene ; the agricultural finds a place at 
633.71, with other books on the raising of crops of various kinds; and the 
manufactoring at 679, along with works on other manufacturing industries. 
In practice this works out very well, for the social reformer who wishes to 
set man to rights by depriving him of his pipe has no interest whatever in 
the technique of raising crops, but it is highly probable that he will be a 
member of the Anti-Saloon League and be an ardent reader of books on 
Prohibition. Dewey’s arrangement will, then, bring together those books 
which will interest the same class of reader. But what of the book which 
deals with all aspects of Tobacco in one volume, where are we to place that ? 
Here, not two, but many headings clash, and a decision must be made and 
indexed. Of course if one of the aspects predominates or the book is address- 
ed to one class of people, it will be placed at that aspect, but if, as frequently 
happens, each aspect receives equal treatment and the work is addressed to 
the general reader, Dewey gives no assistance. A reasonable solution of the 
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difficulty is to select the aspect which comes first in evolutionary order and 
to index it so that any further works of the same kind will be put in the same 
place. In the case of Tobacco the index entry will read : — 


Tobacco: general works 633.71 . 
ethics 178.7 
growing 633.71 
hygiene 613.84 
manufacture 679, 


7. Avoid placings which are in the nature of criticisms. 


A public librarian, serving as he does all sections of the community, 
must never allow his personal prejudices to influence his work. He must 
include in his library volumes on subjects for which he may have a most 
profound contempt, and he will guard against overstocking subjects which 
especially appeal to him. In classifying he will take care not to allow his 
placings to reflect his personal views and consequently cause annoyance to 
those who may differ from him, besides upsetting the logical order of the 
books in his library. In compiling his scheme, Dewey was not entirely free 
from this grave fault. He attracts Spiritualism, a phenomenon in which 
many highly intelligent people believe, to Humbugs and Quackery, and 
Mormormism was, in the earlier editions, denied the status of a Christian 
sect and placed at 298 with the non-Christian religions. Mormormism has 
now been rehabilitated, and, in the 13th edition, takes its place among the 
other Christian sects at 289. Nazi-ism is a topical subject on which feelings 
run high: one which almost invites a critical placing. It is easy to imagine 
a Jewish librarian placing it at 296, Anti-Semitism, and a Roman Catholic 
at 272, Persecutions, while most of us are tempted to find a place for it in 
323, The Liberty of the Individual. Most books on Nazi-ism are, of course, 
histories of Germany under Nazi rule, and should be put at 943.086 ; a book 
dealing with the principles of Nazi-ism from a political point of view would 
go in 329.943 — Political Parties, German. 


Mr. Berwick Sayers’ three supplementary rules can be briefly dealt with. 
The predominant tendency or purpose of a book, or, to express it a 
little differently, the object of the author in writing a book and the class of 
reader to whom it is addressed, point to the most useful place in the classi- 
fication for that book. A book may deal entirely with the breeding of rabbits, 
but the purpose of the book is to explain the working of the Mendelian 
theory. It must be classified as Heredity and not as Rabbit breeding. 


Before finally deciding on the place for a book a classifier should con- 


sider all possible alternatives, weighing the pros and cons of each. This is 
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where a full knowledge of the tables of the scheme comes in so useful, it 
enables him to see all the possibilities before selecting the place which he 
considers the most appropriate. A classifier who has rejected possible 
alternatives will certainly be able to give a reason for his placing. 


Much has been written on the danger of classifying from the index, and 
many are the ridiculous errors which the unwary make through this practice. 
The index is an indispensible part of the scheme and it should be constantly 
used in classifying, but it should be remembered that it is an auxiliary and 
used as such. It should never be referred to until the place for a book has 
been decided, then it is an excellent check on the classifier’s reading of the 
number. Further, it may suggest possible alternatives. For the borrower 
the index is the key to the classification, and like the key to a lock it must 
always be in perfect order — its wards must all be present — or it will not 
function efficiently. 


SOME COMMON PITFALLS IN THE USE OF DEWEY. 


The rules for classifying are applicable to any scheme, but every scheme 
has its own peculiarities which must also be understood if classification is 
to be done correctly. The most common errors met with in the application 
of Dewey are caused by the failure to understand the building of numbers. 
In Dewey two numbers can only be joined to show the relationship of two 
subjects when it is definitely stated in a note that this may be done. 622 is 
Mining, 537 is Electricity, but it is not possible to combine these two num- 
bers to make 622.537 Electricity for mining engineers. Nor can Mining 
in Africa be 622.96. The only numbers which can be combined with others 
throughout the scheme are the common form sub-divisions, and, as will be 
seen later, there are places where these cannot be used. Except when other- 
wise provided for geographical sub-division must be made by using the 
form sub-division .09:— Mining in S. Africa 622.0968 : Gold mining 
in South Africa 622.340968. At 274 there is a note ““274—279 is divided geo- 
graphically like 940—999”’. This note dispenses with the necessity for using 
the 09 before the geographic sub-division ; 274.0968 is impossible, as also 
is 270.968. Other common errors are 274.968 and 274.68. This and other 
similar instructions would be better understood if they were set out a little 
fuller, as follows : — 


274 Religious history of Europe (divided like 940—949) 
275 Religious history of Asia (divided like 950—959) 
276 Religious history of Africa (divided like 960—969). 


Many people seem to have great difficulty in interpreting Dewey’s 
instruction “Divided like ...’’. Let us take a few examples : — 
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016 Bibliographies of subjects. Divided like the main classification, 
from 000 to 999. 


282 Roman Catholic Church. Divided geographically like 940—999. 
581 Structural Botany. Divided like 591. 
890 Literature of other languages. Sub-divided like 490. 


A Bibliography of Structural Botany is 016.581 because 016 is divided 
like the main classification. 


282 is divided like 940—999, or, divided like Modern history: the divi- 
sions of modern history are 4 Europe, 5 Asia, 6 Africa, etc. The number for 
Roman Catholic Church in Africa is therefore 282.6. 


581 is divided like 591, it is not necessary to repeat the 591, but merely 
to take the divisions of this number and tack them on to 581. 


Similarly 890 is divided like 490. The divisions of 490 are the numbers 
following the 49, viz : 496.3 Bantu language, and so 896.3 Bantu literature. 


Occasionally one sees a number like 700.04 for a volume of essays on 
the fine arts. This error arises from the failure to realise that the numbers 
must be read decimally before as well as after the decimal point. The 
noughts are superfluous ; 7 is Fine Arts, and 72 Architecture. A Dictionary 
of Art is 703, and a Dictionary of Architecture 720.3 ; the decimal point is 
in reality merely a break to relieve a long succession of numbers. 


The classes in which great care must be exercised in using the common 
form sub-divisions are 8 Literature, and 9 History. Reference should always 
be made to the tables to see that the form sub-divisions have not been used 
for some other purpose. 820.4 may be used for Essays on English Literature, 
but 821 is differently sub-divided, 821.04 being Lyric poetry, and not Es- 
says on poetry. 


Period sub-divisions take the place of the form sub-divisions from 930 
to 990 ; 942.03 is not a dictionary of English History but English History, 
Plantagenet Period. 


Most of the errors made in applying numbers would be avoided if the 
explanatory notes which appear at such frequent intervals in Dewey were 
carefully read and the examples which occasionally accompany the notes 
studied. 


(concluded) 
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SELECT LIST OF NEW BOOKS 
compiled by 
P. R. Davis 
Hon. Secretary, Johannesburg Book Club, 
classified according to Dewey 
by 


R. F. KENNEDY. 


In response to numerous requests we publish here the first Select 
List of New Books as a guide to book purchase for the smaller libraries. 
We hope to make this a regular feature henceforth. Criticism and sug- 
gestions will be welcomed. 


000 — GENERAL WORKS 
040 Johnston, A. C., ed. 


Growing opinions: a symposium of British Youth, ed. by 
A. C. Johnston, with a preface by J. B. S. Haldane. 
Methuen. 

What the young are thinking on various topics. 


072 The Times. 


The History of The Times. [v.1.]  1785—1841: “The 
Thunderer” in the making. Written, printed and pub- 
lished at The Times Office. 


The first volume of the history of the greatest of English Newspapers 
(to be completed in three volumes) deals chiefly with the career of the 
first editor, Thomas Barnes. 


100 — PHILOSOPHY 
172.4 Angell, Sir N. 


Preface to peace : a guide for the plain man. Hamish Hamilton. 


A timely warning by the author of The great illusion on the dangers of a 
new war and the way to avoid it. 
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192.9 Joad, C. E. M. 
Return to philosophy : being a defence of reason, an affir- 
mation of values and a plea for philosophy. Faber. 
A trenchant and entertaining attack on current internationalism. 


200 — RELIGION 


211 Powys, L. 
Damnable opinions. Watts. 
Essays. 


300 — SOCIAL SCIENCES 
330 Hiskett, W. R. 
Social credits or socialism : an analysis of the Douglas credit 
scheme. Gollancz. 
343 Avory, Sir H. E. 
The trials of Mr. Justice Avory, ed. by Bernard O’Donnell. 
Rich & Cowan. 
343 Wild, R., ed. 
Crimes and cases of 1934. Rich & Cowan. 


500 — PURE SCIENCE 
502 Sullivan, J. W. N. 
Science :a new outline. Nelson. 
One of the best brief accounts of modern science for the layman. 
504 Einstein, A. 
‘The world as I see it ; transl. by A. Harris. Lane. 


A miscellaneous collection of Einstein’s writings, dealing with his general 
outlook on life, special problems like Disarmament and the Jewish ques- 
tion, and his scientific speculations about the nature of the universe. 


530.1 Eddington, Sir A. 
New pathways in science. Cambridge. 
A luminous account of astro-physics and the mysteries of modern science. 


800 — LITERATURE 
822.08 Marriott, J. W., ed. 
The best one-act plays of 1934, selected by J. W. Marriott. 
Harrap. 
822.91 Galsworthy, J. 


The winter garden : four dramatic pieces, with a foreword by 
Mrs. Galsworthy. Duckworth. 


‘ 

‘ 
5. 0 
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824.91 Lucas, E. V. 
Pleasure trove. Methuen. 
Essays. 


832.91 Toller, E. 
‘Seven plays, with an introduction by the author. Lane. 


891.72 Lyons, E., ed. 
Six Soviet plays, with a preface by Elmer Rice. Gollancz. 


Interesting examples of the Soviet propaganda plays. 


900 — HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL 


909.82  King-Hall, Stephen. 


Our own times, 1913—1934: a political and economic survey. 
v.1. Nicholson & Watson. 

A well-arranged survey of modern world history. The first volume takes the 
story up to the abandonment of the gold standard by Great Britain. 


910.4 Beinhorn, Elly. 


Flying girl. Bles. 
A 25-year-old girl’s flight round the world in a light plane. She describes 
a forced landing at Timbuctoo, the dancers of Bali, a visit to the Pitcairn 
islanders, a revolution in Chile, etc. 


910.4 Birtles, Dora. 
North-West by North. Cape. 


A woman’s journal of a voyage in a 34-foot cutter from Sydney to Singa- 
pore, with a crew of five, two men and three women. Pirating in the islands 
of the Great Barrier Reef, and other exciting adventures in the Torres 
Straits and Dutch New Guinea. 


914.21 Cohen-Portheim, P. 


The spirit of London. Batsford. 
A very charming book by the late Cohen-Portheim. The photographic 
illustrations are excellent. 

915 Le Fevre, G. 
An Eastern Odyssey: the third expedition of Haardt and 
Audouin-Dubreuil, with a preface by André Citroén ; trans- 
lated and adapted by Sir E. D. Swinton. Gollancz. 


A record of a remarkable journey across Asia on motor vehicles equipped 
with caterpillar wheels. 


915.42 Nazaroff, P. 
Moved on! from Kashgar to Kashmir; transl. from the 
Russian by Malcolm Burr. Allen @ Unwin. 


7.6 


7 
_ 
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915.5 Miller, Janet. 


Camel bells of Baghdad: an adventurous journey to the City of 
the Arabian Nights, the Garden of Eden, the Palace of Darius, 
the Bazaars of Teheran and the mountains and deserts of 
Persia. Putnam. 


916.76 Courtney, R. 


Africa calling : an account of the author’s strange work-a-day 
experience in Kenya, Uganda and the Belgian Congo. Harrap. 


916.8 King, Marina. 


Sunrise to evening star : my seventy years in Africa, with a 
preface by Field-Marshall Viscount Allenby, and a note by 
Marie Botha-Hawkins. Harrap. 

Recollections of early pioneer days in South Africa. 


917.12 “Grey Owl’. 


Pilgrims of the wild. Lovat Dickson. 


Another fascinating record of the Canadian backwoods by the half-breed 
Indian trapper Wa-Sha-Quon-Asin. 


920 Great Contemporaries : essays by various hands. 
Cassell. 


Studies of varying merit on the great figures of our time : Bergson, Henry 
Ford, Hitler, Mussolini, Mustafa Kemal, Gandhi, Lawrence of Arabia, etc. 


920 The Great Tudors : essays by various hands, ed. by 
Katherine Garvin. Nicholson & Watson. 


Another ‘‘omnibus” volume of short biographies of the great figures of the 
Tudor period. 


920 Willson, B. 


Friendly relations: a narrative of Britain’s ministers and 
ambassadors to America (1791—1930). Lovat Dickson. 


A record of Britain’s envoys to America, including such famous figures 


as Sir Henry Lytton-Bulwer, Sir Julian Pauncefote, James Bryce and 
Lord Reading. 


92 Acland, Eleanor. 


Goodbye for the present: the story of two childhoods, Milly, 
1878—88, Ellen, 1913—24, with an introduction by Sir G.M. 
Trevelyan. Hodder & Stoughton. 


A charming and sympathetic account of her own and her daughter’s child- 
hood by Mrs. Acland. 


92 Agate, J. 
Ego: autobiography of James Agate. Hamish Hamilton. 


An amusing and vivacious hotch-potch thrown together in great haste 
by the dramatic critic of The Sunday times. 


10. 


10. 


12. 


10. 


15. 


18. 
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Aurelius, Marcus. 
Marcus Aurelius, a saviour of men, sixteenth emperor of 
Rome, by F. H. Hayward. Constable. 


Birkenhead, F. E. Smith, Earl of. 
Frederick Edwin, Earl of Birkenhead : the last phase, by his 
son, The Earl of Birkenhead ; with a foreword by the Rt. Hon. 
David Lloyd George and an appreciation by the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain, K.G. Thornton Butterworth. 


Lord Birkenhead has completed his filial task of writing his father’s life 
with conspicuous success. This brilliant lawyer and erratic politician 
(a survival from the 18th century) will always afford rich material for 
the biographer and the present Earl has made good use of it. 


Brooke, Rajah. 
Rajah Brooke and Baroness Burdett Coutts : letters ed. with 
a running commentary by Owen Rutter ; with a foreword 
by Her Highness The Ranee Margaret of Sarawak. 
Hutchinson. 


A collection of letters of James Brooke, first Rajah of Sarawak, to Miss 
Angela Burdett Coutts, who helped him with sympathy and money. 


BENES, Edvard. 
Benes, statesman of Central Europe, by Pierre Crabites. 
Routledge. 


Cicero, by G. C. Richards. 
Chatto & Windus. 


An able biography of the greatest of Roman orators. 

Hastings, Warren. 
Warren Hastings, maker of British India, by Mervyn Davies. 
Nicholson & Watson. 


A full and competent biography of a great Englishman, who built the 
solid structure of the Indian Empire on the foundations laid by Clive. 


Hindenburg and a saga of the German Revolution, 
by Emil Ludwig; transl. by Eden and Cedar Paul. Heine- 
mann. 

A critical account of the German war hero, his limitations as a soldier 
and his failure as a statesman. 

Lawrence, D. H. 

Not I but the wind, by Frieda Lawrence. Heinemann. 


In these memoirs of her husband Mrs. Lawrence helps to restore the 
truth and to clear away the mountains of legend obscuring the strange 
figure of D. H. Lawrence. Ninety hitherto unpublished letters are printed. 


MacCarthy, Desmond. 
Experience. Putnam. 
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Mancini, Marie. 
The Cardinal’s niece: the story of Marie Mancini (1640-1715), 


_ by Faith Compton Mackenzie. Secker. 


A highly coloured and romantic account of one of the numerous nieces 
of Cardinal Mazarin, whose charms bewitched Louis XIV. 


Milton, John. 
John Milton by Hilaire Belloc. Cassell. 


Another of Mr.Belloc’s brilliant but misleading studies. A Catholic view 
of the great Protestant poet. Controversial but stimulating. 


Murry, J. Middleton. 
Between two worlds: an autobiography. Cape. 


The first instalment of Middleton Murry’s autobiography deals with 
his youth and early manhood, the beginnnings of his friendship with 
D. H. Lawrence and his marriage to Katherine Mansfield, perhaps his 
most enduring title to fame. 


Napoleon. 
The letters of Napoleon to Marie Louise, with a commentary 
by Charles de la Ronciére and an introduction by Philip 
Guedalla. Hutchinson. 


The discovery in an obscure Austrian castle of 318 unknown letters of 
Napoleon to his second Empress was one of the great historical sensations 
of our time. The letters throw new light on the Emperor as a man and 
a lover. 


Robinson, H. Crabb. 
The life and times of Henry Crabb Robinson, by Edith J. 
Morley. Dent. 


Crabb Robinson, the Boswell of the Nineteenth Century, knew Lamb, 
Coleridge, Wordsworth, Hazlitt, Blake, Goethe and Schiller, and Miss 
Morley in this account of his life whets our appetite for the republication 
of the diaries which she is now editing. 


Sterne, Laurence. 
Letters of Laurence Sterne, ed. by Lewis Perry Curtis. 
Clarendon Press. 
A definitive edition of Sterne’s letters edited by an American scholar. 


STRAFFORD, Thomas Wentworth, /st earl. 
Strafford, 1593—1641, by C. V. Wedgwood. Cape. 


The tragic life story of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, his re- 
lations with Charles I, his fellow-ministers and his personal friends are 
shown against the varying background of his time. 


Swift, Jonathan. 


The letters of Jonathan Swift to Charles Ford, ed. by David 


Nichol Smith. Clarendon Press. 


A book of great literary importance containing upwards of fifty hitherto 
unpublished letters of Swift to his intimate friend Charles Ford. 
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942.066 Charles II, King of England. 
The letters, speeches, and declaration of King Charles II, 
ed. by Arthur Bryant. Cassell. — 


A well-edited selection of Charles’s letters from his boyhood to his death 
telling the story of his life in his own words. The first of a series of the 
selected letters of the Kings and Queens of England. 


942.07 Oliver, F. S. 
The endless adventure. Vol. III. Macmillan. 


The death of the author makes this the concluding volume of what is 
probably the most interesting work on English politics published in re- 
cent times. 


942.081 Young, G.M., ed. 
Early Victorian England, 1830—1867. Oxford University 
press. 2 v. 


An expensive but admirably illustrated survey on every aspect of the period, 
each aspect being dealt with by a competent authority. 


942.083 Buchan, Sir John. 
The King’s Grace, 1910—1935. Hodder & Stoughton. 


942.083 Somervel, D. C. 
The reign of King George V: an English chronicle. Faber. 


The above two volumes are probably the most interesting and satisfy- 


ing surveys of the King’s reign published in celebration of the Silver Jubilee. 


943.085 Apfel, A. 
Behind the scenes of German justice : reminiscences of a 
German barrister, 1882—1933. Lane. 


An important contribution to recent German history and the official per- 
secution of the Jews. 


943.085 Wagner, M. S. 
Germany in my time, with a foreword by Vernon Bartlett. 
Rich & Cowan. 


A brief but adequate account of modern Germany and the rise of Hitlerism. 


947.084 Coates, W. P. and Z. K. 
Armed intervention in Russia, 1918—1922. Gollancz. 


A history of the futile and tragic campaigns in Russia undertaken by the 
Allies in support of such dubious adventures as Kolchak, Yudenitch, 
Wrangel and Denikin. 

947.084 Tolstoy, Alexandra, Countess. 
I worked for the Soviets. Allen @ Unwin. 


Countess Alexandra Tolstoy, the daughter of the famous novelist, gives 
an account of her trials and tribulations in post-revolutionary Russia. 


11 
10. 6 
10.0 
42. 0 
ee 6. 0 
6. 0 

ee 10. 6 


12 SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 
FICTION 


GENERAL : 


BAGNOLD, Enid 
BATES, H. E. 
BENSON, Stella 
BLAKE, George 
BRIERLEY, Walter 
BUCK, Pearl 

CHASE, Mary Ellen 
*CRONIN, A. J. 

DE KALB, Eugénie 
DE LA ROCHE, Mazo 
FAULKNER, William 
FERBER, Edna 
*FRANKAU, Gilbert 
GIBBONS, Stella 
*GOLDING, Louis 
HOUGHTON, Claude 
HUTCHINSON, R. C. 


ISHERWOOD, Christopher 


JACOB, Naomi 
JAMESON, Storm 
JOHNSON, Josephine 
LEWIS, Eiluned 
LINCOLN, Victoria 
LINDSAY, Jack 
LINKLATER, Eric 
MANNIN, Ethel 
*MITCHISON, Naomi 
MOTTRAM, R. H. 
*MYERS, L. H. 
O’NEILL, Joseph 
*PENTON, Brian 
SPRIGGE, Elizabeth 
STERN, G. B. 
WALLACE, Doreen 
WALMSLEY, Leo 
WODEHOUSE, P. G. 


SHORT STORIES : 


POWYS, T. F. 
REA, Lorna 
SAROYAN, William 


WEST, Rebecca 


National Velvet 

The Poacher 

Mundos 

The Shipbuilders 
Means Test Man 

A House Divided 
Mary Peters 

The Stars Look Down 


Far Enough:A Story of theGreatTrek 


Young Renny 

Pylon 

Come and Get It 

Three Englishmen 
Enbury Heath 

The Camberwell Beauty 
This Was Ivor Trent 
One Light Burning 

Mr. Norris Changes Trains 
Honour Come Back 
Love in Winter 

Now in November 

Dew on the Grass 
February Hill 

Last Days with Cleopatra 
Ripeness is All 

Cactus 

We have Been Warned 
Early Morning 

The Root and the Flower 
Land under England 
Landtakers 

Castle in Andalusia 
Shining and Free 

Latter Howe 

Foreigners 

Blandings Castle 


Captain Patch 

Six and Seven 

The Daring Young Man on the 
Flying Trapeze 

The Harsh Voice 


FOREIGN FICTION (In Translation) : 


BAUM, Vicki 

BUNIN, Ivan 

CAPEK, Karel 
DUHAMEL, Georges 
FEUCHTWANGER, Lion 
FRANK, Leonhard 
MANN, Thomas 
MORAND, Paul 
ROLLAND, Romain 
ROMAINS, Jules 


Men Never Know 

Grammar of Love 

Meteor 

Young Pasquier 

Little Tales 

In the Last Coach 

The Young Joseph 

The Epic Makers 

The Combat 

Men of Good Will, Book VII: 
The Lonely 


Books marked * are published at 8 /6 


(Heinemann) 
(Cape) 
(Macmillan) 
(Faber) 
(Methuen) 
(Methuen) 
(Collins) 
(Gollancz) 
(Heinemann) 
(Macmillan) 
(Chatto & Windus) 
(Heinemann) 
(Hutchinson) 
(Longmans) 
(Gollancz) 
(Heinemann) 
(Cassell) 
(Hogarth Press) 
(Hutchinson) 
(Cassell) 
(Gollancz) 
(Lovat Dickson) 
(Gollancz) 
(Nicholson& Watson) 
(Cape) 
(Jarrolds) 
(Constable) 
(Hutchinson) 
(Cape) 
(Gollancz) 
(Cassell) 
(Heinemann) 
(Heinemann) 
(Collins) 

(Cape) 
(Jenkins) 


(Chatto & Windus) 
(Heinemann) 


(Faber) 
(Cape) 


(Bles) 

(Hogarth Press) 
(Allen & Unwin) 
(Dent) 

(Secker) 

(Lane) 

(Secker) 

(Lovat Dickson) 
(Butterworth) 


(Lovat Dickson) 
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DETECTIVE STORIES & THRILLERS : 

BAILEY, H. C. Mr. Fortune Objects (Gollancz) 
CHARTERIS, Leslie The Saint in New York (Hodder & Stoughton) 
CHESTERTON, G. K. The Scandal of Father Brown (Cassell) . 
CHILVERS, Hedley A. Dead Man’s Coast (Cassell) 
CHRISTIE, Agatha Three Act Tragedy (Collins) 

HARDY, J. L. Everything is Thunder (Lane) 

KING, C. Daly Obelisks Fly High (Collins) 
LOWNDES, Mrs. Belloc The Chianti Flask (Heinemann) 
MARLOWE, G. S. I Am Your Brother (Collins) 
NEWMAN, Bernard Spy (Gollancz) 

QUEEN, Ellery The Spanish Cloak Mystery (Gollancz) 

QUEEN, Ellery The Adventures of Ellery Queen (Gollancz) 
“SAPPER” Bulldog Drummond at Bay (Hodder&Stoughton) 
“TAFFRAIL” Second Officer (Hodder@& Stoughton) 
THORNDIKE, Russell Dr. Syn Returns (Rich & Cowan) 
WREN, P. C. Sinbad the Soldier (Murray) 


SALARY SCHEDULE OF THE STATE LIBRARY* 


SCALE 1 


(Uncertificated assistants) £84— £120 in three years 
(These must, however, be matriculated) 

Assistants who have passed in 2 out of the 3 sections necessary to com- 
plete the Elementary Examination of the South African Library Association 
may be advanced one year on this scale, or, if they have less than a year 


to go, to the maximum. 
SCALE 2 
(Assistants possessing the full Elementary 
Certificate) £120— £150 in two years 
Assistants on obtaining the Elementary Certificate of the S.A. Library 
Association automatically go on to this scale. 


SCALE 3 
(Assistants possessing the Intermediate 
Certificate) £150— £240 in three years 
Assistants successfully completing the Intermediate Examination of 
the S.A. Library Association automatically go on to this scale on reaching 
the maximum of scale 2. 
SCALE 4 
(Assistants possessing the full Diploma) £240— £360 in four years 
Fully qualified assistants to be promoted to this scale as vacancies 
occur or new posts are created. Preference to be given to ability and not 
to seniority. 


* Published as a guide to a desirable scale of salaries for library assistants. 
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BOOK SELECTION FOR THE SMALL LIBRARY* 


by 
Miss J. ROWLAND, B. A. 


Librarian, Public Library, Randfontein. 


In reading this paper on Book Selection, there are two points I should 
like to stress. The first is that I have further narrowed the scope of the 
subject by dealing with the selection of stock for small libraries only, be- 
cause I feel that in many respects it is the more difficult as well as the more 
usual task, and also because the selection of stock for a very small library 
has been my own recent experience. In the second place, though I have 
treated the subject impersonally, and though there may appear a great many 
‘One shoulds’ and ‘One should not’s’, I am not presuming to lay down the 
law ; merely to point out what I, personally, found helpful or otherwise. 

The first consideration is the size of the library required for the locality. 
The agreed principle is that where the population is less than 10,000, the 
library should provide one volume per head, the initial stock to be half the 
full strength. Having arrived at the necessary figure, an allowance of 5 /- 
per volume, as an average purchasing price, should be allowed. It may be 
of interest to note that over a certain period my own purchase figures 
averaged 8/6 for non-fiction, and 3/9 for fiction. This would actually 
work out, on an equal division, at more than 5/-, but there is less non- 
fiction than fiction. 

With the grant in hand, and the number of volumes to be purchased 
settled, the next step is the making of the lists, with this important reser- 
vation that a portion of the grant — I should like to put the figure as high 
as one quarter — be kept for the inevitable elaboration and supplementing 
of the initial lists. At the same time one can readily work on the assumption 
that not everything will arrive, and therefore include more on the lists than 
is strictly warranted by the money. 


PERCENTAGES. 

Before commencing the lists it is wise to decide on the percentage 
of fiction, non-fiction and children’s books to be bought, so that the needs 
of all sections of the community will be met. It is usual to allow from 28% 
to 40% of the total amount for fiction, but my own personal belief is that 


* Substance of a paper read to a meeting of the TransvaalJBranch of the S. A. L. A, 
held at Randfontein on 20th Feb., 1935. 
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so low a figure would be useless, and that, in the initial stock, it is far better 
to err on the side of too much fiction than too little. It must be borne in 
mind that the first necessity of a new library, if it is to live at all, is to attract 
readers, not repel them, and the only standard of judgment held by the man 
in the street, (and more particularly by the woman in the street) is of fiction. 
My own figure for fiction was nearer 60% than 40%. My percentages were : 


Fiction 55% 
Non-fiction 30% 
Children’s books 15% 


GUIDES. (1) 


In preparing all lists it is essential to use guides or catalogues, and to 
use them extensively. In dealing with a small library one immediately meets 
with a snag, because the most obvious guides actually prove of little use. 
Sonnenschein’s Guide to the best books (2), and the catalogues of the same 
size are so bulky that they waste hours of time and make the task of selection 
almost impossible. For selecting a small stock, two classes of guides are 
useful. Firstly such, shall we say, concentrated works as the American 
Library Association Catalog (3), which has the added advantage of being 
classified on the Dewey system ; Baker’s Guide to the best fiction (4) (for stan- 
dard works, not modern novels), and the Cumulative book list (5). Books 
to read (6) is not only invaluable for children’s books, but helps consider- 
ably with adult selection. 

The Librarian (7) publishes a useful list of already classified books, 
and the Croydon Public Library’s Additions for the Year gives some use- 
ful hints. As a start, the A.L.A. Catalog, Books to read and Baker’s Guide 
to the best fiction are the most useful. Publishers, editions and prices, are 
obtainable from the Reference Catalogue of current literature (8). 

Secondly, and here I must admit that to me these proved a veritable 
mine of time- and labour-savers, the catalogues of other libraries. Mudie’s 


(1) See also S.A.L. 1: 119, April, 1934: Aids to book selection. 
(2) Routledge, 1910—31. 5 v. v. 1—4 95/-; v. 5 36/-. Index volume in progress. 


(3) A.L.A. Catalog, 1926...Chicago : A.L.A., 1926. $6. 
— 1926—31...Ibid., 1932. $4.50. 


(4) New and enl. ed. by E.A. Baker and J. Packman. Routledge, 1932. 25/-. 
(5) Whitaker. Quarterly. 25 /- p.a. 


(6) Library Association, 1930. 10/-. (9/- to members of the L.A.). 
— Supplement. Jbid., 1931. 6/-. 


(7) Gravesend : A.J. Philip. Weekly. 17 /4 p.a. 
(8) Whitaker. 1932. £5. 5. 0. (Published every four years). 
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Catalogue helped amazingly, especially with the fiction. Free use should 
be made of all available and up-to-date catalogues, particularly of libraries 
run to meet the same conditions as the one being planned. In addition to 
these, publishers’ lists must be consulted, and for current literature, of which 
the best must be provided as a special attraction in the first days of the new 
library’s life, reviews such as The Times Literary Supplement (9), Fohn o’ 
London (10), and The Bookseller (11) are invaluable. Make a practice of 
watching all reviews you can, because two opinions are often more valuable 
than one. 

If it is at all possible, one should visit other libraries and actually see 
the stock, making notes on what is readable and what is to be avoided as too 
old, too heavy, too technical or too specialised. I cannot overstress the value 
of actually seeing the books to be purchased — I allude to non-fiction, 
of course — because one cannot judge all sections, and buying blind often 
leads to mistakes, which, though they are not of much importance in buy- 
ing for a large library, in a small one, verge on being capital crimes. 

One other important thing to be remembered is that there is now in 
South Africa a Central Library system, run through the State library in 
Pretoria, which means that any book which is too expensive or for which 
there is not sufficient demand to warrant its purchase by the small library, 
can be borrowed through the Central Library. Details of the scheme can 
be had from the State Librarian. This has a definite influence on the pur- 
chasing of the initial stock, in that it means that money which would have 
to be spent on expensive and little-used books can be devoted to more neces- 
sary purchases. 


LISTS — FICTION. 


Having collected the necessary materials and knowledge, the task 
of actually drawing up the lists begins. The first and easiest is the fiction. 
Here the difficulty lies not in choosing books for, but in eliminating books 
from the order. The best plan is to make an alphabetical list of authors 
who must be represented in the library, and then fill in the details. While 
making this list, it is important to judge the worth of the author largely from 
the amount his books will be read. Thus a number of writers of purely 
ephemeral fiction must be included, and a number of obvious “‘standards”’ 
which one knows from experience spend their lives glued to the shelves, 
must be omitted. Naturally, the principle of the library’s being the means of 


(9) Weekly.15 /4 p.a. 
(10) Weekly. 14/- p.a. 
(11) Weekly. 17/6 p.a. 
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bringing education and culture to the people is always before the mind of 
the librarian, but at the same time it must be realised that in the beginning 
the library must be planned to be attractive to the average reader. The 
work of encouraging and suggesting better reading comes in the daily rout- 
ine of the librarian, and to my mind can only be done by the personal con- 
tacts made during that daily routine. Care should be taken to provide 
varied types of fiction, from detective stories, wild west, ‘nice novels’, up 
to Gibbs, Galsworthy and Walpole, and to see that provision is made for 
the inclusion of current literature with which to ‘dress the shop window’ 
for the opening. 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

With the aid of good guides, the task of selecting books for the children 
is not too difficult. One must realise that children of all ages must be cater- 
ed for, and the stock must vary from fairy tales to books by Buchan, Weyman 
and possibly “‘Sapper’’. It must include books on natural history, lives of 
famous heroes, poetry, history, and if at all possible, a Children’s Ency- 
clopaedia should be provided. An invaluable basic list has recently been 
compiled by Mr. R. F. Kennedy of the Johannesburg Public Library.(12) 


NON-FICTION 

With these two lists completed, one can turn one’s attention to the more 
difficult task of choosing non-fiction. As a start it is advisable to consult 
your classification scheme to ensure that no subject of vital importance 
is left out, but it is my own belief that the question of further dividing 
the non-fiction into percentages can well be left alone. One knows from 
experience that the most popular classes of non-fiction are biography and 
travel, then sociology, literature, history and philosophy, and one must 
provide accordingly. With not too large a supply of money, the question 
of discrimination crops up once more, and here more particularly than in 
the other sections, bulky standard works must give place to more readable 
editions. 

No matter how small the library is, a good choice of readable bio- 
graphies must be provided. ‘To my mind there is no library too small to 
provide fifty good biographies. 


Works such as :— 
Henry Ford... ... .... ... My Life and work 
Robert Graves... ... ... Goodbye to all that 
Frank Harris... ... .... .... Bernard Shaw 
Lord Hamilton’s... .... Three Books 


(12) S.A.L. 2, no. 2 : 41—47, Oct. 1934. 
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Emil Ludwig Napoleon, Lincoln 

G. Millin ... ... Rhodes 

Marjoribanks... ... ...... Carson and Marshall Hall 
Munthe... ... «. Sam Michele 
Yeats-Brown... ... ... Bengal Lancer 

Maurois... ... Disraeli, Dickens 

Hart or Graves ... ... ... T. E. Lawrence 

Vera Brittain of Youth 


should be included, and a place on the shelves must be found for Boswell, 
Pepys and Cellini. In addition to these and similar books, I find that I have 
to meet a big demand for lives of aviators, both civil and pilots of the Great 
War. 

Travel must include readable books on nearly all parts of the world, 
because everyone of us has his own chosen spot in which he is interested. 
The general travel should include Morton’s three ‘In Searches’ and his 
new In the footsteps of the Master, which many people confuse for religion, 
instead of travel; Priestley’s English Journey and Gibbs’ companion volume; 
Aldous Huxley ; Philip Guedalla; Belloc’s Path to Rome; J.H. Curle ; 
a number of books on air travel ; Smythe’s Kangchenjunga ; something on 
Russia ; possibly Kaulbeck’s Everest 1933 ; Scott, Oates and Wilson of the 
Antarctic ; and Peter Fleming’s two books on South America and China 
are some suggestions. Needless to say a large African travel section must 
be allowed for, and should include books on East and Central Africa as 
well as South, particularly game hunting. The Letters of Lady Anne 
Barnard, Millin’s South Africans, as much Fred Cornell as can still be had 
in print, Selous, Deneys Reitz, Chilvers, Schwartz, and Colonel Hamilton’s 
Low Veld would form a nucleus. 

When choosing history, choose single-volume books by good author- 
ities in place of larger works, for instance, Trevelyan’s History of England 
instead of Green’s four volumes. Marriott’s or Phillips’s History of Europe 
will suffice ; Madelin’s French Revolution instead of Thier’s. 

Science should be of a popular order, sociology must include local 
problems of native life and administration, also economics and education. 
Philosophy should be chosen warily. It is better to select a minimum of books 
to cover psychology and ethics as well as philosophy, and leave the filling 
in of this section until it is asked for. I say this because it is just as likely 
that the few readers of philosophy will be students already with a good basic 
knowledge of the subject, in which case a selection of elementary works 
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would be useless, as that a selection of more technical works would be well 
above the heads of the beginners who are anxious to study the subject. 
Of course, this principle applies to all sections but, to my mind, it affects 
the philosophy section more than any other. A smattering of religion, 
popular mechanics, music, art, sport and gardening must be included, but 
the first consideration in all these branches should be an outline. Elabor- 
ation of these sections can well be left to supplementary lists. 

Literature is a section that needs particular care. So much of it goes 
unread. Here again the minimum amount necessary should be ordered in 
the beginning, cutting out all “standards” which are likely to be unread, such 
as the poems of Pope, and Dryden, a large number of period plays, a good 
deal of Shakespeariana. Include modern plays by Galsworthy, Barrie and 
Maugham, Famous plays of to-day, always adhering to the test of readability; 
essayists as Ivor Brown, Belloc and Chesterton, E.V. Lucas and Beverley 
Nichols. Start the poetry section with The Oxtord book of English Verse, 
The Golden Treasury, The English Parnassus, and then fill in with the works 
of the individual poets, not forgetting the moderns, such as Kipling, Rupert 
Brooke, Masefield and possibly Flecker, Bridges, and Francis Thompson. 

Special regard must be paid to the demand which is raised by the cir- 
cumstances or the situation of the library. In my own case it occurs in the 
mining section. A great proportion of the members are from the mining 


community, and of tiem a large percentage are studying some branch 
of the subject. They are far from schools and other libraries, and, therefore, 
their needs must be met by their own library. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that Afrikaans books must be provid- 
ed in both adult and children’s sections, in proportion to the possible number 
of readers. The former section should include an outline of Afrikaans 
literature, one or two biographies, some travel and poetry as well as novels. 


REFERENCE (13) 

A certain number of books of reference, I hold, are necessary in all 
libraries, however small. An Encyclopaedia Britannica is always in demand, 
and should be purchased if funds permit. If not, a smaller encyclopaedia, 
such as Everyman’s, is a good deal better than nothing. Directories, Year- 
books, Whttaker’s Almanack, Government and Provincial Gazettes, a good 
atlas, a Shorter Oxford or Webster’s dictionary, the Oxford companion 
to English literature, Hoyt’s Book of quotations, Fowler’s Modern English 
usage, a biographical dictionary, Who’s who, an outline of law, such as South 
African law for the layman, the Automobile Association’s Road book, Hand- 


(13) SeealsoS.A.L. 2: 100 & 107, Jan. & Apl., 1935. 
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book of Mines and Works regulations and a railway time-table should all 
find places in this section. Also if possible, the Union Statutes, particularly 
the recent ones, and the Provincial Ordinances. 

Disposal of the lists when complete depends largely on the amount 
of time in hand. As far as the fiction is concerned, the best way to order 
it is through some reliable local firm of booksellers. Novels in colonial 
editions are actually cheaper than London editions, and the less expensive 
editions offer no pitfalls in choice because they are standardised. One knows 
that the 3/6 edition from any reputable publisher will be of the correct 
size and binding for libraries. I do not think that one scores at all by pur- 
chasing fiction second-hand, because it is, as a rule, both dirty and unat- 
tractive—the two qualities which will ensure its never being borrowed. 

Non-fiction should be purchased either direct from overseas or through 
the overseas agent of the local firm. There is a considerable saving on the 
price of non-fiction purchased overseas. A look at the dust covers of books 
in the local shops will reveal a difference of anything up to 2/- in the £ 
between local and overseas prices. You will notice that my alternative is 
‘either direct from overseas or through the overseas agent of the local firm.’ 
My personal experience is of the latter method, because the local firm allows 
a very fair discount, handles all the ordering and dispatching much quicker 
than I could, and pays the postage on the books coming into the country. 
If time permits, all non-fiction lists should be submitted to second-hand 
firms. There is very little danger of getting unusable books, because second- 
hand non-fiction is as a rule in much better condition than fiction and does 
not depend to the same extent on the attractiveness of its cover. Should 
time be too short, it is always possible to instruct one’s agent to purchase 
as much as he can second-hand, and to supply the remainder as cheaply 
as library demands permit. 

In order to get the best possible value for the initial book-grant, one 
must remember, firstly to reserve a good sum for secondary and supple- 
mentary lists, and secondly that it is an zmitial grant and as such, has three 
purposes — to provide as large a stock as possible, a stock that will prove as 
cultural as the intended borrower will read, and lastly to provide a stock as 


attractive as possible. 


OBITUARY 


Wa..acn. — Mr. Ben Wallach, a Springbok cricketer of the old school, who toured 
England as reserve wicket-keeper with the 1904 South African team, died on May 25. 
He was at one time a member of the well-known printing firm of Wallach and Company, 


Ltd., in Pretoria. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Just published — GRAY, Mrs. Mary Tyler. Stories of early American Missionaries in 


South Africa. Obtainable from Anderson’s Book Store, 5, Carlton Hotel Buildings, 


Commissioner St., Johannesburg. 1 /6. 


Mrs. Gray writes us : ‘Perhaps readers of the Library magazine and especially 
our Librarians, all over South Africa, may be glad to place on their shelves, among 
their South African histories, a small booklet concerning the early American 
Missionaries. Much is known, and rightly too, of Rev. Robert Moffat and Dr. 
David Livingstone, and their work, butas Rev. Daniel Lindley, one of the Province, 
was, for many years, the Predicant of the Dutch emigrants in Natal, as he married, 
confirmed, and baptized hundreds of the Voortrekkers, it will be well for the South 


Africans of to-day to learn more of those early days, and each library could easily 
afford to get several copies.” 


BIBLIOGRAFIESE AANTEKENINGE 


Twee nuwe publikasies wat van die grootste belang is vir Bibliotekarisse, selfs daar 
waar die Afrikaanse afdeling nog klein is, het nou net die lig gesien :— 
Dekker, G. Afrikaanse literatuurgeskiedenis. Nasionale pers, 1935. 8/6. 
Dit is die eerste literatuurgeskiedenis wat die hele Afrikaanse letterkunde behels: 
Prosa, Poésie, Drama van beide die Eerste en die Tweede Beweging. Kort, bondige 
oorsig van alle belangrike voortbrengsels, met saaklike kritiese opmerkings en’n aantal 
portrette. ’n Uiters nuttige naslaanwerk, wat elke biblioteck behoort te besit. 


Ons Eie Boek : ’n Afrikaanse boekegids, onder redaksie van Frangois Malherbe, Jacques 


Malan en Abr. Jonker. 
2 /- per jaar. 


104 Loopstraat, Kaapstad. April, 1935 —. Driemaandeliks. 


‘‘Alle Afrikaanse uitgawes in die pas afgelope drie maande sal bespreek of 
genoem word, sodat aan die end van die jaar die leser ’n volledige beeld sal hé van 
wat daar in die jaar verskyn het. Dan sal daar ’n kort opsomming wees in 
Engels van die vernaamste daarin behandelde Afrikaanse uitgawes. Verder sal 
daar ’n rubriek wees oor Ander Boeke, waarin die vernaamste oorsese publikasies 
wat van belang is vir Suid-Afrika Of omdat hulle deur Suid-Afrikaners geskryf is, 
of omdat hulle handel oor Suid-Afrika en Suid-Afrikaanse aangeleenthede of 
omdat hulle letterkundige hoogtepunte in die buiteland verteenwoordig. 

Ons Eie Boek het ’n verteenwoordiger wat na Europa gegaan het om met die 
vernaamste uitgewers in Engeland, Holland, Duitsland en elders in aanraking te 
kom en te bly. 

Eindelik sal daar in die blad ’n lys verskyn van artikels in verskillende tyd- 
skrifte en blaaie wat na die oordeel van die redaksie van meer as eendagswaarde is. 
Ook sal daar in die blad van tyd tot tyd kritiese studies verskyn oor een of meer 
Afrikaanse boeke wat vir die een of ander openbare skooleksamen voorgeskryf 
is. Hierdie studies behoort vir onderwysers en studente van Afrikaans op skool 
van besondere nut te wees. 

Die doel van die redaksie is om liefde te help kweek vir die Boek in die alge- 
meen en die Afrikaanse boek in die besonder en om suiwer kritiese en gesagheb- 
bende beskouings daaroor te uit.” 


VAKOPLEIDING — Nuwe voorgeskrewe boek 


Dekker, G. Afrikaanse literatuurgeskiedenis. Nasionale pers, 1935. 8/6 sal voortaan ’n 
voorgeskrewe boek wees vir die Geskiedenis van die Afrikaanse Letterkunde (Ele- 
mentér). Voeg die a.u.b. by die lys op bl. 35—36 van S.A.B. deel 2. no. i, enop bl.8 


van die Detailed Syllabuses for the Examinations of the South African Library Asso- 
ciation. 
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HOW I WOULD IMPROVE OUR LIBRARY 


by 
Miss N. N. Case, 


Assistant, Grahamstown Public Library. (1) 


There are two improvements that are very necessary, not only to this 
particular library, but to a great many, in fact, to the majority of public 
libraries throughout South Africa. The first of these is the complete change 
in the financial organisation of libraries which are supported by subscrip- 
tions. 

Subscriptions from members of a public library should be replaced 
by a library rate, levied by municipalities, upon all ratepayers. In England 
and in America this has been done with success. This library rate covers 
all the working expenses, so that borrowers need not be restricted in the use 
of books by the consideration as to whether they can afford to become 


members or not. 

Libraries are far more necessary to poor people of the labouring class 
than to the wealthy. The latter can afford to buy books, and collect libraries 
of their own, or to become members of Book Clubs, from which they can 
borrow books, whereas the poorer classes have to depend on what they can 
borrow, and surely the Public Library is the first place to which they should 
turn for assistance. 

A public library does not fulfil its obligations to humanity if the use 
of its educational matter is limited by allowing the borrowing of books only 
if they are paid for. 

In many towns in England there are two kinds of libraries, one a sub- 
scription library for all who can afford to pay to become members, the other 
a free library for all who either cannot afford or do not wish to join the first. 

Thus both rich and poor are served and the system appears to give 
satisfaction. 

But here in South Africa where few towns are large enough to main- 
tain more than one library that one should be free. Let rich and poor alike 
make the best use they may of the knowledge, culture and entertainment 
to be found on the library shelves, without thought of payments to be made, 
or fear of empty purses. 


(1) As this was the only entry received for the Competition announced in v. 2. no.3 :86, 
Jan. 1935 no prize has been awarded. We print this contribution on its own merits. 
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A second improvement which I should like to see carried out in the 
near future, is a properly organized and well-equipped children’s depart- 
ment. We have at present a small children’s section, which, considering 
that our library is supported by subscription, is well patronized. A recent in- 
novation is the addition of a special table for children, with a low revolving 
bookcase placed within easy reach, in which the newer and other attractive 
books are placed. A vase of fresh flowers adds a touch of brightness, and a 
board on which are displayed the decorative paper covers of works which 
have been recently acquired. Seldom indeed is it that there are not two 
or three small folk enjoying themselves there, and we could do with three 
or four such tables if we had sufficient space. 


The children thoroughly appreciate their little “‘corner’’ and they al- 
ways behave well, are quiet and interested, and in every way contradict the 
old saying ‘‘that children in the main library are a source of disturbance 
to adults.’’ But in spite of that they should have their own department, 
housed in special rooms, with special equipment, and trained supervisors 
who understand child psychology and would be sympathetic towards a 
child’s particular needs. 


My dream is of a well-equipped department for the children. Two 


rooms, at least, and one of them large enough for lectures and the story hour. 
In this beautiful room the smaller members would have access to the many 
and beautiful books upon the shelves. Low tables, placed about between 
the presses, large open windows looking out upon a garden gay with flowers 
and shrubs, wide window-seats on which small limbs may sprawl at ease, 
and pots of ferns and flowers adding a cheery brightness to the scene, are 
but a few of the joys which add charm to this dream-library room. 


There would be various other amusements besides the books: plasticene, 
paint-boxes, and even games of an intellectual kind are ready at hand for 
the tiny child who tires all too quickly of one occupation and seeks new 
fields for self-expression. 

In attendance there would be a sympathetic friend whose joy would 


be to guide, explain or describe the many wonders to be found in this para- 
dise of books. 


Leading from this room we enter the second room and at once hush 
our voices and soften our step, as we see bowed heads, and furrowed brows 
of the young searchers after knowledge. This is the room for the older child- 
ren to which comes the young student intent on research in its infancy. 
Here is a beautiful quietude, an atmosphere of the intellectual calm of learn- 
ing. In this room will be found nearly all the books necessary for the young 
student, perhaps not quite all, but the deeper books of reference may be 
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had for the asking, borrowed, that is, from the Adult Library. Small tables 
are placed about the room, while down one side is a long table, or sloping 
desk, on which lie periodicals and newspapers. The walls are hung with 
pictures, maps and plans, and, as in the first room, this one, too, is bright- 
ened with bowls of colourful flowers or a collection of ferns in pots. 

That the children love their library is seenfrom their prideinit. One 
brings fresh flowers gathered from his own garden patch ; another by his 
praises attracts a new young member to share his joy ; a third takes daily 
pleasure in helping to put away and arrange the books that were returned 
the day before. 

Besides the use of books in the library its activities extend beyond its 
doors. A local collection encourages its members to make excursions into the 
country after wild flowers to classify and press. Ferns, fossils, and photo- 
graphs, each has a place in this juvenile local collection, while albums 
of press-cuttings relating to town and district form a valuable addition to 
an activity which is both educational and historical. 

Wireless talks are arranged from time to time dealing with books and 
authors and any topics of literary interest. 

Nor does the dream end here. Branch libraries provide the children 
on farms and smaller towns with books, which give much joy and added 
interest to the monotony of farm life. 

In this dream-library no child is refused admittance except he be suffer- 
ing from infectious disease. Al! are welcome, all may make use of the store- 
house of knowledge, all may ask assistance without fear, and know they will 
not go away empty. 


APPOINTMENTS, RETIREMENTS, ETC. 


Bor.anp. — Mr. E. A. Borland, Librarian, Germiston Public Library, awarded a Carnegie 
Visitors’ Grant to proceed to America at the beginning of 1936. ’ 

IMMELMAN. — Mr. R. F. M. Immelman, formerly assistant at the Library of Parliament, 
Cape Town, appointed Assistant Librarian at the University of Cape Town, in suc- 
cession to Mr. Marischal Murray, resigned. 7 

Isaacson. — Mr. I. Isaacson, assistant, University of the Witwatersrand Library, received 
the B. A. Degree at the University of the Witwatersrand in March. : 

Jones. — Mr. E.H. Jones, assistant at the Johannesburg Public Library, appointed Junior 
Assistant in the Reference Library. 

KeppeL. — Dr. F. P. Keppel, President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York,and 
Mrs. Keppel paid a short visit to the principal towns of the Union from 7th to 25th 
rong lal the progress of libraries in the country since Dr. Keppel’s previous visit 
in 

Lioyp. — Mr. A.C. G. Lloyd, Librarian of the S. A. Public Library, Cape Town,’ and 
President of the S.A. Library Association, is overseas on leave till the end of October. 

IVEN. — Mr. Dugald Niven, Librarian, Bulawayo Public Library, and council member 
of the S.A.L.A. received a King’s Silver Jubilee Medal. . 

AIKES. — Principal H.R. Raikes, former Vice-President of the S. A. L. A., received a 
King’s Silver Jubilee Medal. 
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SauL. — Miss Daphne Saul, assistant at the State Library, Pretoria, appointed Assistant 
Librarian at Springs Public Library. ; 

TayLor. — Miss L.E. Taylor appointed Children’s Librarian at the Johannesburg Public 

Library. — 

“There was a discussion about bilingualism when the Deputy Mayor, Mr. 

Maldwyn Edmund, moved an amendment substituting the name of Miss L. E. 

Taylor for that of Miss C.M.E. Reynders for the post of librarian of the children’s 

library. Miss Reynders was the recommendation of the Library Committee. 

It was stated that she had been in the employ of the Council at the library for 

the past 10 years. Mr. Maldwyn Edmund, in m:ving the amendment, said that 

Miss Taylor had the best qualifications.* She was the recommendation of the chief 

librarian. Mr. S.F.Du Toit and other councillors supported Miss Reynder’s ap- 

pointment because she was fully bilingual. Mr. Leveson said it was important to 

follow the recommendation of a head of department. The amendment was carried. 

Mr. M. J. Green moved to suspend standing orders and moved that the Library 

Committee be dissolved. He was ruled out of order.” (The Star, May 29, 1935). 


(*) Miss Taylor:— B. A. Hons. (Rand) ‘'. 2 Certificate (Transvaal Teachers’ Certifi- 
cate); Four years teaching experien :e. 


Miss Reynders :— Certificates fo Classification, Cataloguing and Routine and 
A. L. A. (Associate of the (British) Library Association), F.S. A. L. A. (Fellow of the 
South African Library Association): Ten years’ library experience. 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Pietermaritzburg. From the Annual Report of the Natal Society Library for 1934: To- 
tal number of members 1,197, a slight decrease on 1933 ; Children’s Library 216, a 
marked increase. There are now 44 school clubs making use of the library, and 15 
schools the gramophone section. 

The Play-reading Group met ten times during the year. Two of the readings 
were arranged by the Natal University College Dramatic Society. The membership 
of the greup has risen to over 70, and there have been good attendances at nearly all 
the readings. 

Stock: 52,170, Blue Books and Pamphlets 6,692. Expenditure on books: 
£639. 14. 2, an increase of £106. 7. 5. The building and catalogue funds now stand 
at 4452. 18.1 and £884. 18. 7 respectively. The council is pleased to report that 
tae Corporation has increased its annual grant from £500 to £650. 


Queenstown. Public Library. A valuable and unique addition to the Public Library has 
resulted from a bequest by the late Rev. Charles Pettman... The whole of a collection 
of books and papers, representing one of the finest Africana collections in the country, 
is left to the Library. 


Randfontein. Public Library. The Library has now been open for six months. It has amem- 
bership of just over 350, and the stock of books available for borrowers is 2,700. During 
these six months 7,163 books have been issued, with a non-fiction average of 12%. 
These figures more than justify the optimism and enterprise of those people, in par- 
ticular the Town Council, who thought that Randfontein needed a library of its own. 


Willowvale, C.P. Public Library. From the Annual Report for 1934 : Members : 23. Stock: 
2,827. Circulation : Fiction 1,575, Non-fiction 123. The Library has a credit balance 
of £58. 17. 1... despite the fact that expenditure increased from £49. 0. 10 to £71.11.0. 
and that subscriptions and grant declined from £49. 5. 10 to £45. 14. 11. The reason 
is to be found in the excellent manner in which Mrs.Wilson organized and conducted 
the library bazaar which brought in a sum of £34. 4. 9... New members should be 
obtained, for a membership of 23 out of a population of 300 is absurd ..... The Lib- 
rary entered into an arrangement with the Bloemfontein Public Library whereby upon 
payment of £5 per annum this library receives 25 books which can be exchanged for 
other books as frequently as desired ... It is manifest that if the books are changed only 
once a month 300 books will be available to members per annum atacostof £5, where- 
as the purchase of 300 books in the year would cost over £70. 
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DIE AFRIKAANSE BOEKWEEK (*) 


georganiseer deur Die Afrikaanse Skrywerskring, 
Johannesburg, 7 tot 18 Mei, 1935. 


“Juffrou, kan ons maar lees?” ‘“‘Juffrou, hoeveel kos hierdie boekies ?” 
“O, juffrou, hierdie is ’n mooi boek, my boetie huil altyd as ek dit vir hom 
lees”. ‘“Hoeveel kos dit om boeke uit die Biblioteek te neem ?””? — Die klein 
besoekers staan klompies-klompies om die uitstalling van kinderboeke en 
bekyk gretig die lieflike prentjies van Mevr. Carinus se kinderboekies, of 
die soberder illustrasies van die massa Bybelverhale. Fanny Eden word 
liefdevol deurblaai, asook al die verskillende uitgebreide kinderseries — die 
sprokies in Boekies vir die kleinspan en Ons lees-uurtjie, en Die Self-lees serie 
wat die kinders nader by hulle eie omgewing bring, en etlike ander. Aan 
die een end van die tafel 1é ’n klomp kindertoneelstukkies en sangspeletjies 
van Maxie De Villiers, De Wet Laubscher, Rikie Postma ; aan die ander 
end 1é lywiger boekdele vir ouer kinders : Groeneweg, Grosskopf en Du 
Plessis vir die seuns, Mevr. Rothmann, Mevr. Pienaar en Stella Blakemore 
vir die dogters. Die jeug is nie daarvandaan weg to kry nie. 

Dit was op die tentoonstelling van die “Afrikaanse Boekweek’’, geor- 
ganiseer deur Die Afrikaanse Skrywerskring in Johannesburg (Voorsitter: 
Professor C. M. Van den Heever ; Onder-Voorsitter : Professor T.J. Haar- 
hoff; Sekretaris: Mnr. A.J. Coetzee) met die saamwerking van Dr. Gubbins 
en die Departement van Afrikaans aan die Witwatersrandse Universiteit, 
in die Africana-Saal in die nuwe Johannesburgse Stads-biblioteek — ’n 
pragsaal met die nuutste beligting. Meer as 7,000 persone het die tentoon- 
stelling besoek, waaronder ’n groot aantal kinders. 

Die tentoonstelling was in drie afdelings georganiseer : (a) die historiese 
agtergrond ; (b) uitbeelding van die ontwikkeling van Afrikaanse geskrifte ; 
en (c) uitstalling van uitgewers. Alle stukke was tweetalig geétiketeer. 

Die eerste afdeling was onder sorg van Dr. Gubbins en Mnr. W. R. 
Morrison. Hier is afgebeeld die voorgeskiedenis van die Afrikaanse volk, 
met nadruk op skriftelike voortbrengsels : ou reisbeskrywings in Latyn, 
Portugees, Hollands en Engels ; amptelike proklamasies en ander stukke 
aan die begin van die 19de eeu op die eerste drukpers aan die Kaap gedruk ; 
konsertprogrammas van die Boerekrygsgevangenes op Diyatalawa (Ceylon); 
dokumente oor onderwys in Suid-Afrika ; ’n uitstalling papiergeld ; en ’n 
paar rariteite soos Dingaan se “‘troon’”’, oftewel regrug houtstoel, en ’n 
kappie van Piet Uys. 


(*) Vgl. ook Die Huisgenoot, 14 Junie, 1935, bl. 41. 
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Die volgende afdeling is onderverdeel in Prosa, Poésie, Drama, His- 
toriese Werke, Wetenskaplike Werke, Kerk- en Bybelgeskiedenis, en 
Tydskrifte. Hier was o.a. die oorspronklike Notuleboek van die Genootskap 
van Regte Afrikaners, die eerste jaargang van Di Patriot, die eerste Afrikaanse 
woordeboek, die eerste grammatika, die eerste roman, en dergelike belangrike 
stukke. Die prosa het die ontwikkeling getoon van die awontuurlike intrige- 
verhale van J.H.H. De Waal omstreeks 1904 tot Ampie en later psigologiese 
romans na 1924, en die groeiende aantal verdienstelike kortverhale. 

Die wetenskaplike afdeling het bevat boeke oor taal- en literatuur- 
studie, kuns en kultuur, filosofie en psigologie, landboukunde, gesond- 
heidsleer, huishoudkunde, sodat menigeen verbaas gestaan het oor die 
aantal boeke wat op hierdie gebied in Afrikaans bestaan. 

Die tydskrifte het ook ’n ongekende rykdom onthul: Hollandse en 
Afrikaanse en tweetalige algemene tydskrifte en nuusblaaie, en ’n aantal 
vaktydskrifte vir spoorbeamptes, industriéle beamptes, bibliotekarisse, 
ens. ens. 

Verskillende uitgewersfirmas — Die Afrikaanse Pers, De Bussy, Juta, 
Maskew Miller, Die Nasionale Pers, Die Sentrale Nuusagentskap, en Van 
Schaik — het volledige versamelings van hulle uitgawes tentoongestel. 
Besonder belangwekkend was die hoekie van Van Schaik, met sy portrette 
van bekende skrywers, plakate met oorspronklike illustrasies, eiehandige 
gedigte van A.G.Visser, boeke in fraai leerbande ingebind, en ander siens- 
waardighede. Die tafel van Die Afrikaanse Pers (Die Vaderland, Pretoria) 
was ook druk besoek om sy interessante uiteensetting van druk- en inbind- 
prosesse : drukletters in die raam geset, matryse, drukproewe, stukke 
van ’n boek in verskillende stadiums van inbind, en verskillende stappe 
in die druk van illustrasies in vier kleure. 

Ongetwyfeld het die onderneming groot belangstelling in die Afrikaanse 
boek opgewek. Die een spreek sy verbasing uit dat daar soveel wetenskap- 
like werke in Afrikaans bestaan, die ander gaan met belangstelling die ont- 
wikkelingsgang van die Afrikaanse taalgebruik na. En reeds op die ten- 
toonstelling het die uitgewers ’n aantal bestellings ontvang. E. H. 


OVERDUE SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Members whose subscriptions for 1934/35 are not paid by the time 
vol.3. no.2. is issued will be deleted from the mailing list. As back numbers 
go rapidly out of print, defaulters who wish to keep their sets complete will 
do well to pay their arrears without delay. 

Subscriptions for 1935 /36 also fell due on July Ist, 1935. 
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A PLAY-READING SOCIETY FOR THE CHILDREN 
by 
Miss Betty Levy, B.A., 
Children’s Librarian, Bloemfontein Public Library. 


Play-readings and play-reading societies are at the height of their 
popularity in Bloemfontein and the members of the Children’s Library, 
inspired perhaps by the flourishing society run by the adult members of 
the Library, begged for readings of their own. 


The suggestion came from the children themselves, and, encouraged 
by the interest of the Librarian, a band of enthusiasts at once set to work 
to produce a play, to show intending members what a play-reading really 
meant. 

The first reading was well patronized, in fact rather too well patronized 
for comfort. The reading was advertised to begin at 7.30 ; by 6.30 an excited 
crowd of children had gathered outside the Library, and by 7 o’clock the 
crowd had reached such proportions that a harassed library assistant had 
to enlist the aid of the older girls and boys in forming a queue and keeping 
order. 

The audience was at last packed, literally packed, into the Children’s 
Library and the play began. The play, a fantasy, although excellently 
produced and acted, was rather too difficult for the younger members 
of the audience to follow, and they became a little restive and noisy towards 
the end of the evening. The actors, however, remained undaunted and the 
producer remarked with unbounded optimism: “We'll show them how 
to behave at play-readings when they choose us as the committee.” 


The following week a meeting was held for the purpose of forming 
a society, and a committee of six children and the Children’s Librarian 
was elected. Committee meetings have been a sheer joy with the thirteen- 
year-old chairman directing affairs with an assurance that many an adult 
might envy, and the fourteen-year-old secretary reading the minutes as to 
the manner born. The committee’s only regret is that it can have no 
treasurer because, as one member said: ““There isn’t anything to treasure’. 


The working of the Society is left in the hands of the committee. They 
choose the producers, arrange rehearsals, and take charge of allarrangements 
on the evening of the reading. ‘The Children’s Librarian attends their 
meetings but plays a very minor réle, only helping them by providing a 
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room for rehearsals and seeing that chairs are put ready in the Children’s 
Library on the night of production. 


The Society is open to all members of the Children’s Library and the 
popularity it has attained may be judged by the fact that now, less than 
six months after its inception, it has a membership of over three hundred. 
Members are now admitted by tickets which the committee has devised 
from scraps of cardboard, stamped with the Library’s official stamp and 
signed by the Secretary. 


The Society has met twice since its initial performance. At the first 
meeting a fairy play was read. Once again an enthusiastic crowd gathered 
outside the Library over an hour before the scheduled time. This time, 
however, it was an orderly crowd controlled and seated by a vigilant com- 
mittee. The children loved the play, which included songs and dances, and 
the only sounds from the audience were appreciative ““Oh’s”’ and Ah’s”’ 
and a prolonged burst of clapping when the performance was over. 


The second meeting took the form of a grand end-of-the-year concert. 
Kind friends and well-disposed storekeepers donated sweets which the com- 
mittee put into packets and presented to the audience as they arrived. The 
story of the three bears was dramatized and acted by members of theSociety. 
The bears, very realistic in furry costumes borrowed for the occasion, 
evoked shouts of laughter and applause. A nursery rhyme and fairy tale 
pageant featuring such popular characters as Mary and her Lamb, Cinder- 
ella, Dick Whittington and Puss in Boots vied in popularity with a dramatized 
version of The Three Little Pigs. By far the most popular item on the pro- 
gramme, however, was the Afrikaans play Die Hoogmoedige Prinses, written 
and produced by a twelve-year-old member of the Society. 


The Society has cost the Library very little in work and nothing in 
money. The children have made or borrowed their costumes and have 
undertaken all the work in connexion with the readings themselves. ‘The 
members are all enthusiastic and nearly all anxious either to perform or to 
produce. 


Two more members have written plays since the production of Die 
Hoogmoedige Prinses and the number of plays issued by the Children’s 
Library has increased appreciably since the Society was formed. 'These 
facts, together with constant inquiries from enthusiastic young members 
as to when the next reading will take place, form the answer to the query : 
“Is a Play-reading Society for the children worth while ?”’ 
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COPYRIGHT LAW IN SOUTH AFRICA AND THE 
FOUR COPYRIGHT LIBRARIES. (*) 
by 
J. S. F. UNGERER, 
Reference Librarian, State Library, Pretorta. 


By way of introduction it is opportune, perhaps, to intimate that this 
article was never intended as a treatise on law, but an attempt to show 
how copyright law originated in the colonies forming the Union of South 
Africa, how the Union Copyright Law is based on English Law, and how 
certain libraries benefited under copyright law in South Africa and still 
do under the Union Act. 

Copyright is the exclusive right granted to authors or their assignees 
hy law, to multiply copies of an original work or composition in literature 
or art, and thus to prevent reproduction of their works without their con- 
sent. As a recognised form of property it is of comparatively recent origin, 
being, in the case of literary works, mainly the result of the facility for 
multiplying copies created by the invention of printing. Although some 
rudimentary notions of copyright may have existed before printing was 
invented, no such right received definite recognition or required any until 
it attained some practical value through the introduction of the printing 
press. After that it became necessary for a rigid censorship to be exer- 
cised over the press by the Crown or other sovereign power, and the right 
to multiply copies of literary works and to publish them became subject 
to royal licenses. In England this strict supervision of publication still 
has historical results. For example, perpetual copyright in certain books, 
such as the Authorized Version of the Bible and The Book of Common 
Prayer, is recognized by law as the property of the Crown. 


COPYRIGHT LAW IN ENGLAND 


In England, copyright originated with the licenses granted to printers 
for the purpose of multiplying and publishing copies of a book under the 
Licensing Acts, which operated and remained in force until about the end 
of the seventeenth century. The publishers belonging to the Stationers’ 
Company acquired practically a monopoly under these Acts and, when 


(*) The substance of a paper read on Wednesday, 22nd August, 1934, to the Trans- 
vaal Branch of the South African Library Association. 
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these Acts expired, the publishers, being dissatisfied with the doubtful 
protection under common law, brought about the passing of the first de- 
finite act for the protection of copyright in England— the Act of 1709. 
To secure protection under this Act it was essential to have a work register- 
ed at Stationers’ Hall. 

During the eighteenth century more acts for the protection of copy- 
right were passed. These acts added to, or amended the Act of 1709, but 
not until the year 1842 were any important changes in copyright law made. 
The Literary Copyright Act passed in that year repealed all previous laws 
on copyright, and extended the duration of copyright to forty-two years 
instead of twenty-one. Under this Act the term “‘book”’ was given its broad- 
er meaning which, for the purpose of copyright, it retains to this day. As 
under previous acts, works had to be registered at Stationers’ Hall. 

During the last quarter of the nineteenth century copyright continually 
became a more prominent question and one of the most marked points of 
progress has been the application of the law of copyright to the periodical 
press. This was done to provide protection, within reasonable limits, to 
newspapers. The law was extended later to apply to publications which 
have no real literary character, for it was decided that the term “‘literary”’ 
does not necessarily imply literary style, but is used rather to indicate 
written or printed matter. Even the writer of letters, whether these be priv- 
ate, business, or literary in form and subject matter, possesses exclusive 
copyright therein. 

After many abortive efforts at reform, the copyright law in Great 
Britain and her Dominions was at last placed on a clear and intelligible 
basis by the Copyright Act of 1911. This Act repealed all former laws re- 
lating to copyright with the exception of a few sections, and consolidated 
the law, with numerous amendments, in a short code of thirty-seven sec- 
tions. Copyright law is greatly simplified by this act. Provision is made for 
the Act to extend to all of His Majesty’s Dominions, and self-governing 
dominions may pass legislation adopting the Act. As the Act has been de- 
clared in force in the Union of South Africa in terms of the Union Act, 
it is unnecessary to consider its provisions in detail here. (Tobe concluded) 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES — REPRINT SERIES 


The three articles : 
Outline of card cataloguing practice, by Mr. Freer; 
Reference books for the small library, by Miss Speight ; 
and Dewey for the small library, by Mr. Kennedy 


have been issued separately as Reprints No. 1, 2 and 3. These are obtainable at a cost of 
7d. from the Hon. Secretary of the S. A. L. A., P. O. Box 1176, Johannesburg. 
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